


How to save your tree from English Ivy or Winter Creeper
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1. Use garden clippers (or a saw for large vines) to cut the vines at the bottom in a ring around the entire trunk of the tree. Be very careful not to cut the bark of the tree. You might find it easier to scrape off the leaves first with a saw so you can see the stems better.
2. Cut them again around six inches higher and remove the vines in between the two cuts. A screwdriver might help.
3. When removing the six inch section of vines in between. Be careful not to pull off the tree’s bark with it.
4. Leave the rest of the vines on the tree. Trying to pull them off may hurt the tree and also could pull branches down onto your head. 
5. Congratulations - you have saved the tree! To keep the vines on the ground from growing back, pull them up by the roots.

Thick English Ivy and Wintercreeper stems are hairy, but so are those of Poison Ivy! Poison Ivy loses its leaves in the winter, and English Ivy and Wintercreeper keep them, but sometimes more than one vine may be climbing on the same tree, so be careful!
Poison Ivy is a native vine which is valuable for wildlife and does not damage trees, but you might not want it in your yard. Try not to accidentally cut any other native vines such as Virginia Creeper, which also sticks to the trunk of trees.   For more information, see www.plantnovatrees.org/tree-rescuers-volunteer-program. 
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6. Use garden clippers (or a saw for large vines) to cut the vines at the bottom in a ring around the entire trunk of the tree. Be very careful not to cut the bark of the tree. You might find it easier to scrape off the leaves first with a saw so you can see the stems better.
7. Cut them again around six inches higher and remove the vines in between the two cuts. A screwdriver might help.
8. Remove the six inch section of vines in between. Be careful not to pull off the tree’s bark with it.
9. Leave the rest of the vines on the tree. Trying to pull them off may hurt the tree and also could pull branches down onto your head. 
10. Congratulations - you have saved the tree! To keep the vines on the ground from growing back, pull them up by the roots.

Thick English Ivy and Wintercreeper stems are hairy, but so are those of Poison Ivy! Poison Ivy loses its leaves in the winter, and English Ivy and Wintercreeper keep them, but sometimes more than one vine may be climbing on the same tree, so be careful!
Poison Ivy is a native vine which is valuable for wildlife and does not damage trees, but you might not want it in your yard. Try not to accidentally cut any other native vines such as Virginia Creeper, which also sticks to the trunk of trees.   For more information, see www.plantnovatrees.org/tree-rescuers-volunteer-program. 
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